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THE MICHAEL HEAVISIDE VC
COMMEMORATIVE SERVCE

Councnllor Eddie Bell, the Chairman of Durham County Council, would like to
invite you to the Michael Heaviside VC rememberance service on

Saturday 6th May
at St Glles Church Gilesgate, Durham DH1 1QQ

Please assemble at St Giles’ parish hall at 9.45am for the Service of Dedication =
startmg at 10.30am in the church. Refreshments are available from 9. 45am

. Thls event will commemorate the award 100 years ago of a Victoria Qross
- to Michael Heaviside for an act of conspicuous bravery in first tending and later_
rescumg an unknown soldier who had lain in No Man’s Land under heavy' ue“’
on 6th May 1917 dunng the Battle of Arras. N

(Lord Lleutenant of Durham) on behalf of HM Queen Ellzabeth 11,

CIIr Eddse Bell (Chair of Durham County Council), other local and military dig ta
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a Guard of Honour at the northwest door.

At 10:28, at the sound of the fanfare, ALL STAND, as the Vicar escorts
the Lord-Lieutenant of County Durham to her seat. All then sit.

ORDER OF SERVICE

ALL STAND and sing THE PROCESSIONAL HYMN, during which the
choir, clergy, standards and Union Flag enter

Once we had dreams - dreams of a new beginning
when we had fought the war to end all wadr,

a world of peace, where people live in freedom,

a world where justice reigns for evermore.

And yet, and yet, each year as we remember

we know too well how subtly dreams can fade.

In this our world where peace is often fragile,
where war and hatred grip, where children die,
too easily our hearts are dulled to suffering,
our ears are deafened to the hopeless cry;

we fail to grasp the call to be peace-makers.
We act in fear and let the vision fade.

Still we need dreams: O God, make us your dreamers,
inflame our passion for a world made whole,

a world where love extends to all a welcome,

where justice like a powerful stream will roll.

Come Prince of Peace, our fading hope rekindle,
‘Your kingdom come’ we pray, let peace be made.

ALL SIT

The Revd Cn Dr Alan Bartlett leads the Service

Let us pray: Father of all, we remember your holy promise to look with
love on all your people, living and departed. On this day we ask especially
that you would hold forever all who fought during the First World War:
those who returned scarred by warfare; those who waited anxiously at
home; those who excelled in courage and bravery; those who mourned;
those communities which were diminished and suffered loss.




[image: image4.jpg]We remember today the courage of Michael Heaviside and all who fought with
valour, risking their lives for their comrades, and those who, in the aftermath of
war, worked tirelessly for a more peaceful world. As you remember them, O Lord,
remember us; grant us peace in our time and a longing for the day when people
of every language, creed, race, and nation will be brought into the unity of Christ's
kingdom. This we pray through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

A Reflection on Michael Heaviside’s Life
Mr lan Heaviside, Michael’s great-grandson

The Reading John 15:12-17

This is my commandment, that you love one another as | have loved you.
No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.
You are my friends if you do what | command you. | do not call you
servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the master
is doing; but | have called you friends, because | have made known to
you everything that | have heard from my Father. You did not choose me
but | chose you, and appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will

last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name.

| am giving you these commands so that you may love one another.

ALL STAND

The Dedication of the Memorial Stone

The Lord-Lieutenant and Chairman of the Durham County Council, together
with Lucy Gourley (Michael’s great-great-granddaughter), unveil the stone
Let us pray: In your name, O Lord, we dedicate this stone that it may be

a reminder for all of us who served their country in war, those whom we
knew and whose memory we treasure, and all who have lived and died

in the service of humanity. We commend them to your eternal keeping;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Laying of the Wreaths
Following the dedication wreaths are laid by:
on behalf of HM Queen Elizabeth Il, the Lord-Lieutenant (Mrs Sue Snowdon),
on behalf of Durham County Council the Chairman (Clir Eddie Bell),
on behalf of the Durham Light Infantry (Maj Chris Lawton),
on behalf of the Police (ACC Orford),
on behalf of the Fire & Rescue (CFO Errington),
on behalf of Craghead Colliery (Durham Mineworker’s Union),
on behalf of the Heaviside family (Michael’s daughter-in-law Mary Heaviside):
and
on behalf of St Giles’ Church (John Eden).

During the wreath-laying, the choir sing the anthem “Who Would True Valour See” -
Malcolm Archer
2
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They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old;
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning
We will remember them.
We will remember them.

The Last Post
SILENCE
Reveille

Let us pray: Almighty God, who requires that thy servants be found
faithful, grant we pray thee, that the Durham Light Infantry may ever be
ready as they to fight the good fight and above all things to give obedience
to thy call. Through Jesus Christ, Our Lord. Amen.

As our Saviour Christ has taught us, so we pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven. Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread. Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and
ever. Amen.

ALL REMAIN STANDING and sing THE HYMN

Abide with me, fast falls the eventide;

The darkness deepens; Lord, with me abide!
When other helpers fail, and comforts flee,
Help of the helpless, O abide with me.

| need thy presence every passing hour;

what but thy grace can foil the tempter’s power?
Who, like thyself, my guide and stay can be?
Through cloud and sunshine, Lord, abide with me.

| fear no foe with thee at hand to bless;

llls have no weight, and tears no bitterness.
Where is death’s sting? Where, grave, thy victory?
| triumph still, if thou abide with me.
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Shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies:
Heaven’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows flee;
In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me!

ALL REMAIN STANDING for THE BLESSING

God grant to the nations peace, to the Queen and Commonwealth
happiness and prosperity, to governments the gift of discernment, to all
people love in their hearts, and to the departed eternal rest and perpetual
light; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the

Holy Spirit, be amongst you and remain with you always. Amen.

-

THE NATIONAL ANTHEM

God save our gracious Queen,
Long live our noble Queen,
God save the Queen!

Send her victorious,

happy and glorious,

Long to reign over us,

God save the Queen!

Thy choicest gifts in store,
On her be pleased to pour,
Long may she reign!

May she defend our laws,
and ever give us cause,

To sing with heart and voice:
‘God save the Queen!’

All remain standing as the Procession and dignitaries leave the church
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MICHAEL HEAVISIDE VC
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Michael Wilson Heaviside was born on 28th October 1880 in Gilesgate,
Durham City. Later his family moved to Kimblesworth, and then Sacriston.
During the Boer War, Michael enlisted in the Royal Army Medical Corps
and served as a stretcher bearer in South Africa, before being invalided
home with fever. He returned to work as a miner at Burnhope Colliery,
and finally moved to Craghead in 1913 when he married.

On 7th September 1914, Michael Heaviside re-enlisted into the 15th
(Service) Battalion Durham Light Infantry (DLI), and in June 1915 was
sent to the Western Front. At the Battle of Arras, France, on 6th May
1917, the London Gazette reported:

“Upon seeing a wounded man lying some 40 yards from the enemy

line, he volunteered to take food and water to him. He reached the man,
despite heavy enemy machine-gun fire, finding him demented with thirst
as he had been there for four days. After attending to the man’s injuries,
Private Heaviside crawled back only to return to the man under the cover
of darkness to bring him safely to British lines. For this selfless action
Michael Heaviside was awarded the Victoria Cross.”

He was awarded the Victoria Cross by King George V at Buckingham
Palace on the 21st July 1917.

After the war, Michael returned to work as a miner. He died at his home
in Craghead on 26th April 1939, aged just 58.

The construction of this stone and the funding of this commemorative event was
made possible by funding from the Durham Area Action Partnership, Durham
County Council, St Giles’ Church and the Dept. for Communities & Local Govt.





